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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
D.C. 20240

WASHINGTON,

IN REPLY REFER TO :

L58- CNP

The Reverend Joseph B. Hunter
Pastor) First Christian Church
829 Main Street
Worcester) Massachusetts 01610
Dear Mr . Hunter:
Thank you for your kind letter of May 18. It was a pleasure to talk
with you and Mr . Masaoka about the Rohwer Relocation Center in
Arkansas .
We have just written Mr . Masaoka) and what we said to him) we would
like to repeat for your information also.
As a result of Representative Catherine Norrell's inquiry about the
Japanese Relocation Center in May 1961) the National Park Service
asked Mr. H. Raymond Gregg) then Superintendent of Hot Springs National
Park) to study the situation. In his excellent report) Mr . Gregg did
not recommend any particular course of action in providing for the
future of the memorial area) but did suggest several alternatives to
Federal ownership .
In June 1961) Senator Fulbright wrote the Secretary regarding the
possibility of the Department's assuming the upkeep and maintenance
of the Rohwer Cemetery. Assistant Secretary Carver's reply brought
out two important points : (1) The National Park Service does not
undertake the maintenance of cemeteries apart from those few historic
military cemeteries associat e d with areas in the National Park System)
and (2) Sites associated with events of the last 50 years) as a rule)
are not eligible for consideration. The latter provision allows a
proper historical perspective to be applied to a proposed memorial.
Just last month the Secretary's Advisory Board on National Parks)
Historic Sites} Buildings and Monuments reaffirmed this policy in
a resolution to the Secretary which said) in part) that "cemeteries,
as a general rule) are not eligible for consideration and recognition
except in cases of historical figures of transcendent importance."

We must conclude, therefore, on the basis of Superintendent Gregg's
study and the policy of the Service regarding cemeteries, that the
site of the Japanese Relocation Center and Cemetery at Rohwer does
not qualify for addition to the National Park System. However, we do
have some suggestions to make.
The forcible relocation of thousands of loyal American citizens of
Japanese ancestry and the service of many of them in the Armed Forces
of this country constitute a story that ought to be presented to the
public in a suitable manner . We suggest, first of all, that the State
of Arkansas be approached for its possible interest in Rohwer as a
state monument or memorial. Existing and proposed traffic arteries
within a short distance would make unplanned visitation by tourists
a simple and rewarding diversion . The state could only benefit by
having a suitable and attractive memorial at Rohwer.
Should state agencies be unable or disinclined to assume responsibility
for the area, it could well become the charge of a patriotic order,
a private foundation or subscribed endowment. It is possible that
organizations such as the American Legion or Veterans of Foreign Wars,
particularly Nisei Posts, or Posts with substantial Japanese-American
membership, might serve as a vehicle for a nationwide fund -raising
drive for this purpose .
As a further suggestion, we would mention the American Battle Monuments
Commission, Washington 25, D. c., whose responsibility it is to
memorialize the members of the Armed Forces who died in World War II.
You might present the Rohwer story to that Commission for its possible
interest .
Though we cannot recommend the Rohwer Center as an addition to the
System, we do want to be of service . After you have studied the
alternatives suggested above, we would be glad to hear further from
either you or Mr. Masaoka if we can assist you in your efforts to
assure that this interesting site is adequately preserved.
It was good to hear about your visit to Lynchburg College and the
very promising report about Dr. Brewer .
Sincerely yours,

~ocw Director

